PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 

[1 Publication number : 2(^^16125 
(43)Date of publication of application : 14.1 1.2000 




(51)Int.CI. 



H04N 5/272 



(21 Application number : 11-122172 
(22)Date of filing: 28.04.1999 



(71) Applicant 

(72) Inventor : 



SHARP CORP 

NAGAI YOSHINORI 
KITAMURA YOSHIHIRO 
HIROZAWA MASASH1 



(54) PICTURE COMPOSITING DEVICE 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain a natural composite picture 
without sense of incompatibility of the boundary line part of a 
background and a subject by eliminating a manual work. 
SOLUTION: Plural pictures photographed at the same place or at 
near places are inputted to a picture inputting means 1, and stored 
in a frame memory 2. The positions of the plural pictures stored in 
the frame memory 2 are overlapped by a positioning means 3. One 
or plural pictures are selected from the overlapped pictures in each 
picture region, and the pixel values are combined by a pixel value 
combining means 4 so that one picture can be composited. In this 
case, all the background pictures are selected so that a background 
picture can be generated, and all the subject pictures are selected 
so that a subject picture can be generated, and the pictures are 
combined so that an arbitrary composite picture can be obtained. 
Also, the plural pictures are mixed by gradually changing the mixing 
ratio in the periphery of the boundary part of the regions at the 
time of compositing that joint can be prevented from being made 
conspicuous. 
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A. Relevance of the Above-identified Document 

This document has relevance to all claims of the 
present application. 

B. Translation of the Relevant Passages of the Document 

See also the attached English abstract. 
[CLAIMS] 
[CLAIM 1] 

An image combining device, comprising: 

image input means for inputting a plurality of 

images photographed at the same location or at close 

locations; 

positioning means for superimposing positions of the 
plurality of images outputted from the image input means; 

pixel value combining means for creating a single 
image by combining pixel values of one or a plurality of 
images selected with respect to each region from the 
images superimposed by the positioning means. 
[CLAIM 2] 

An image combining device as set forth in claim 1, 
further comprising: 

object judging means for judging which of the 
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superimposed images contains an object, 

the pixel value combining means determining a 
combination of pixel values in accordance with a result of 
judgment by the object image judging means. 

[EMBODIMENT] 
[0009] 

Next, the positioning means 3 positions the plurality 
of images by using a background commonly included in 
the plurality of images (Step 2). ... 
[0010] 

...Based on the positions of the images after the 
positioning performed in Step S2, the difference between 
pixel values of the images are calculated. If a pixel has a 
difference value equal to or higher than a threshold value, 
the pixel is deemed to be a pixel belonging to an object in 
at least one of the images. ... 
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